
Parent Link 

year by the deadline for priority 

registration before we move to the 

wait list.  Also this “issue” of our 

parent link is packed full as       

always, if you have any questions 

please feel welcome to catch me! 
     ~Jesyca Virnig, Director

Newsletter of The Learning Tree Preschool 

February 2010 

 
 

VPK Readiness Rates 
 

Our readiness rate for VPK was released on Friday,    

February  5.   This rate or ñscoreò assigned to the     

school is really the childrenôs score, as the children       

receive two screening ñtestsò upon entering kindergarten 

and their performance on these measures is used to        

determine the schoolôs score. 
 

The Learning Treeôs score was 196/200. 

WAY TO GO VPK  

CHILDREN, TEACHERS AND PARENTS! 
 

Please, all parents, take a moment to stop by a VPK room 

and thank our teachers for their work and dedication..  

Take the time to thank ALL our teachers as the learning 

certainly begins long before VPK!    
 

Next, donôt forget, pat yourselves on the back...parents are 

the first and most important teachers in a childôs life.   
 

Every time you smile and coo back to your baby,          

every time you read that favorite story one more time, and 

every time you patiently answer ñwhyò or ñwhat does that 

sayò, you are providing the most  
 

meaningful and lasting learning of ALL!   
 

(A truth known in the hearts of parents and teachers       

for years and years, and now ñresearch provenò several 

times over...guided, nurturing, intentional experiences    

outlast flashcards every time! ) 

Positive Discipline  
 
 

We’ve all been there, our child is 

kicking on floor and suddenly we 

hear our mother coming out of our 

mouths...and we’re often not sure 

why!  My mom’s biggie was    

gritting her teeth and I can never 

get over it when I find myself    

doing the same!   
 

It is no small challenge to stay 

committed to teaching our children 

composure and maintaining our 

own at the same time!!! 
 

Please join an incredibly engaging 

speaker, Marie Morales, for a   

positive discipline class sure to get 

you thinking and to arm you with 

new strategies.  
 

Marie was here last year for one 

session and the parents who       

attended gave a ton of positive 

feedback and were asking her to 

stay late and speak longer!  With 

this in mind, we have planned 3 

dates for this spring so that parents 

have an opportunity to put the 

ideas presented into practice and 

then follow up a couple weeks 

later for more information, etc. 
 

February 16, March 2, 

& March 23 

5:30-7:30 p.m. 

$30/person 
Couples encouraged to attend together 

 

 

Childcare Available 5:15-7:45  

$9/evening 

Preregistration Required 

16225 Winkler Road, Fort Myers, FL  33908  (239) 433-5499 

►  It is always hard to believe that 

we are just half way into the swing 

of our exciting year, and we also 

already need to be thinking about 

next year!  However, it is that 

time!  Please be sure to submit 

your child’s registration for next 



 

Cool Cats 
 

In February we will celebrate love and friendship.  Our class will have interesting art and craft 

projects to show our loved ones how much we cherish them.  We will learn how important it is 

to help our friends, listen to other, and respect their needs and feelings. 
 

Also in February we will talk about healthy foods and where they come from, as part of this 

discussion we will learn about farm animals.  The children continually expand their attention and 

love to listen to the teacher’s and classmates’ stories.  It is great to listen to them during Show 

and Tell time, during everyday discussion, and as they play together.  It is amazing how much 

they’ve learned and how much they can do.  

As the school year continues, we build on the children’s independence in the classroom.  They 

are pouring their own water from a pitcher at snack and will be opening their own lunch boxes.  

We are working on more and more letters and how to write them, the Cool Cats will all be 

working on writing their own names and signing their artwork. 
 

Thank you to the many toys who donated toys to our room of the “wish list” in December and 

early Jan.  And thank you to our January room moms, Kelly Evans and Kelly Nicolosi for 

spending time in the classroom and brining special snacks and activities. 
 

We have five happy birthdays this month!  Cael (2/6), James (2/8), Clara (2/14), Christian 

(2/24), and Jacob (2/25)!                 Miss Alla & Miss Jennifer   

 

Busy Bees and Bear Cubs 
 

This month we will be learning about health and nutrition.  We will be learning 

about healthy and unhealthy foods to eat.  We also will be discussing dental 

health and how it is important to care for our teeth. 

 

We will be learning about our five senses and how they work!  We have a lot of 

fun projects and activities to go along with all of these themes! 

 

Valentine’s Day will soon be approaching and we will celebrate with a 

Friendship Day and a classroom party! 

 

Thank you January room moms Robin Mizwa and Marissa Miter for all of your 

donations to our classroom.  We appreciate you and all you have done! 

       

      Miss Debbie & Miss SonChae 

             Classroom News! 

HERMIT  

CRABS 
 

 

Well, I am happy to say 

that the hermit crabs in 

the office have been a big 

hit!  I love all my little 

visitors who stop by daily 

to watch, hold, or help 

feed the crabs! 
 

We have begun sending 

home a hermit crab or two 

for the weekend with any 

interested families.  

Please sign up in           

the office! 



 

Jazzy Giraffes and Mini Monkeys 

This month our classes will be learning about their 5 senses!  We will 

also discuss the meaning of friendship and how special our friends and 

family are. 

On February 25,
 Dadõs will be 

proud to see th
eir little ones

 sing for 

them (families from both classes welcome!)  We hope to see you 

there for our s
pecial Daddyõs 

breakfast! 

Thanks again to all the families that donated to the classroom.  Your 

donation was very well appreciated!  Thank you to our January room 

moms who brought in special snacks.  Our February room mom is 

Alex (Alber) Jakobeit. 

Happy birthday to Cabot (2/2), Jordan (2/6), and Ava (2/25)!  

Miss Gloria & Miss Candy 

Mighty Mice 
 

 

February is a fun month for the Mighty Mice.  We start by learning if the groundhog will see his 
shadow.  Friends are very important and we will talk about sharing and caring as we prepare to 
celebrate friends at our Friendship Party on February 12.  We will also celebrate the birthdays of 
George Washington and Abraham Lincoln by reading stories and doing crafts. Learning about my body is an interesting topic- teaching children health and making them aware 
of what is inside of them. 

Weather, all kinds of weather, will be introduced.  Fun activities, language, thinking skills, and 
games will help develop simple concepts about weather. 
Thanks to our room mom Rachel Zammit and we wish them well on their new life in California.  
Our February room mom is Nancy Spencer. 
Happy birthday to Ellie (2/23) and Evan (2/28)! 
        Miss Ellen & Miss Belinda 

Please remember Elke and 

Brian Podlasek can use any 

help you may provide.     

They are part of a small 

group who has made a two 

year commitment to a small 

town in Haiti to help work 

against the devastation that 

so typically follows such a 

large natural disaster.  At 

this time they are primarily 

focused on disease control. 

 

There is a rather 

specific list of 

medical supplies 

that they need or 

interested fami-

lies can also contribute 

through a cash donation that 

will be used for vaccines 

and medicine.   

For more information, 

please see Jesyca. 



Funny Frogs & Bear Cubs  

Tiny Turtles and Funny Frogs 
 

It is exciting to see the growth in the children throughout the school year and 

we are now enjoying more consistent “circle time” routines as the children 

participate in the finger-plays and songs.  Most of them are able to sit for a 

few minutes of focused fun and participate enthusiastically!  We have been 

using our circle times, small groups, and art activities to build vocabulary 

and practice our colors etc.  We continue to expand our self help routines and 

the children are cleaning up their own snacks now! 

 

Welcome to all of our new friends that have joined our classes—Hanna, 

Karina, Carter, Jillian, Ashlyn, and Dylan! 

 

Thanks to our January room mom Siobhan Benbenisty, our February room 

mom will be Susan Shin-Harris. 

 

And happy birthday to Sam (2/5) and Gabe (2/18)!! 

 
  Miss Christine S. & Miss Christine B. 

 

February 12 

2010-2011  

Registration Due 
 

February 15 

Closed 

Teacher Inservice 

 
February 16 

March 2, 23 

Discipline  

Workshop 
 

February 23/24 
Wear Your Learning 

Tree  T-shirt Days 

 

February 25 

Breakfast With 

Dad (9:15 a.m.) 

 

March 1-5 

Book Fair 
Grandparent Days   

March 2 & 3 
 

March 10 

Playground Clean 

Up Day 
(volunteers needed!) 

 

March 15 

PreK Reg. Due 
 

March 30 

Closed 

Passover 

 

 

 

 

 
Yakity Yaks  

The Yakity Yaks will enjoy a fun filled February!  We begin by learning about groundhogs and their shadows and move on to celebrate 
friendships.  This is a great time to discuss cooperating, getting along 
with each other, and being nice to our friends.  

We will also talk about the Presidents, both past and present, with 
special attention paid to George Washington and Abraham Lincoln.  
Our letter people will continue to make their appearance each week (a 
classroom favorite!) 
 

Thank you to our December room mom Lisa Muench and January 
room mom Liza Thomas for great crafts and yummy treats!  Our February room mom is Dawn Liebespach.  

Happy birthday to Andrew (2/5), Ava (2/12), and Sophia (2/18)!  

Miss Susan & Miss Laura 

DATES TO 

REMEMBER 

 

Ever wonder where tuition money goes?  Hereôs the breakdown: 
 

¶  Over  80% staff—wages,  education,  bonuses, & taxes. (industry avg. 75-85%) 
 

¶ Approx. 16%  business and building costs—insurance, utilities, rent, cleaning 
 

¶ With just a sliver left for disposables—paper towels, paper, paint, snacks, etc. 
 

We take great care to keep tuition increases modest and are in constant appreciation  

of  our parents who tirelessly work to sponsor family events and fundraise for       

playground improvements and classroom equipment and supplies! 


